
An Open Letter to Our Ferndale Neighbors -  

One of our core priorities as a School Board is to attract and retain the very best people in 

Ferndale. Our kids deserve that. 

For this reason, we recently agreed to a contract with a significant pay increase for our teachers 

for the next two-year period. It is also why we renewed Superintendent Quinn’s contract for 

the 2018-2019 school year. Although her contract includes a raise for the year, Dr. Quinn has 

informed the Board that she will decline a raise for the 2018-2019 school year. 

Last year, in the summer of 2017, we gave Superintendent Quinn a cost of living adjustment 

commensurate with the adjustment we gave other employees. We also gave a small 

performance raise to reflect that, for the first time in the history of the Ferndale School District, 

the graduation rate reached over 80%. 

Balancing salaries, maintenance, and facilities replacement is a challenge and many opinions 
exist about how to do it best. The Board takes that challenge and responsibility very seriously. 
We are well aware of arguments that paying less in salaries would leave more money for 
maintenance and repair, but at what cost in quality employees that maximize the education 
and educational environment our students need. 

Ferndale’s students need quality educators AND facilities to remain competitive in today’s 
marketplace. The Board and administration constantly strive to balance those needs with fiscal 
responsibility. Maintaining quality educators means competitive salaries and spending wisely 
means replacing old facilities with new rather than spending excess dollars on ongoing repairs 
and maintenance of outdated equipment. Neither should preclude the other. Both are needed 
to be financially responsible. 
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For more information, we encourage you to read more here: 
https://www.ferndalesd.org/superintendent/index  

https://www.ferndalesd.org/superintendent/index

