
Ferndale School Board 
Open Letter Re: Education Funding  
 
As Ferndale School District Board Members, we pay close attention to the Washington State Legislature, 
which impacts everything from student graduation requirements to school funding. Over the last few 
years, our entire education-funding model has been dismantled and re-structured in a new way. We are 
coming to you now to tell you why that matters to us in Ferndale. 
 
Most people who follow education funding know that, as a result of the McCleary lawsuit, the 
Washington State Supreme Court determined the State had not been meeting its constitutional 
obligation to fully fund basic education. To resolve the McCleary decision, the Legislature passed a bill in 
2017 that would “swap” state and local education-related taxes – increasing the state tax and lowering 
the local tax. In other words, they would claim the former local levy dollars as state money, pool these 
resources from all 295 Washington districts, and redistribute them back to districts as state funding. In 
2018, this bill was first enacted. Education-related taxes went up during this transition year, because the 
“new” state tax was implemented, but the “old” local tax hadn’t yet transitioned down. In 2019, when 
the new lower capped local levy rate went into effect, taxes went down. However, so did the ability of 
every school district in Washington to fully fund its obligations to students. That’s why last spring you 
saw news of lay-off notices and furloughs from school districts across the state.   
 
Because of the hardships created by the decrease in local school levy rates, many school districts argued 
that the easiest path to sustainability would be to increase the amount of taxes school districts could ask 
for locally. In other words, “to raise the levy lid.” 
 
In Ferndale, we did not agree that raising the levy lid was the best way to solve education funding. In 
fact, we published an open letter in March 2019 asking the Legislature to consider other solutions. In the 
end, despite our protests, the Legislature opted to raise the levy lid and, as a result, put the burden for 
education funding back on local school taxpayers.  
 
In Ferndale, we did not cut programs or staff for the 2019-2020 school year. Rather, we planned to 
spend our budget reserves to cover costs. However, we can only live on our savings for so long. We are 
looking at a different financial picture in future years, which is why we are coming to you now. 
 
At current funding levels, the majority of districts in Washington are projecting they will be insolvent 
within four years unless they cut programs and staff. This option hurts our students. As caretakers of 
education in Ferndale, we cannot be silent on that point. The only way to avoid cutting programs and 
staff in our district is to adjust our levy to collect up to the new “Levy Lid,” which is the lesser of either 
$2.50 per thousand of assessed value or $2,500 per student. Voters in Ferndale have already approved 
this increase for 2020 as part of the 2016 levy.  
 
As a School Board, we have decided to place our renewal levy on the 2020 ballot at the $2.50 per 
thousand rate.  
 
Levies are for learning, and they have to be renewed every few years. Unlike a bond, which is for 
building, a levy covers a large portion of our daily operating expenses. In Ferndale, the levy will cover 
approximately 13% of our budget for the 2019-2020 school year.  
 
 



We’re disappointed the Legislature has put us back into the business of funding a significant portion of 
our schools through local levies -- which is the reason we are writing this open letter. As we have said 
before, levies are not the perfect solution to school funding. But, at present, they are the only method 
we have been given for financing everything the state does not pay for -- from the football program and 
the marching band to playground supervision and security personnel. 
 
Please reach out to us if you have questions. 
  
Thank you.     
 
Dr. Kevin Erickson 
Ms. Candice Wilson 
Mr. Hugh Foulke 
Ms. Lee Anne Riddle 
Mr. Andrew McLaurin 


