
CITY OF FERNDALE’S RESOLUTION TO DISMANTLE RACISM IN OUR COMMUNITY  

WHEREAS, in August 2019, in response to Neo-Nazi recruitment flyers found posted in our downtown, 

the Council of the City of Ferndale passed a resolution rejecting white supremacy and establishing 

Ferndale as a welcoming city; and 

WHEREAS, in said resolution, the City Council acknowledged that undoing the damage of racism and 

white supremacy requires continual effort and vigilance, and one year later these problems are as 

prevalent as ever; and 

WHEREAS, in recent months, Ferndale and the entire Nation have witnessed the senseless killings of 

Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and Ahmaud Arbery, and the deplorable homicides of many other Black, 

Indigenous, and People of Color across the country over many decades, stemming from racism; and 

WHEREAS, widespread protest and calls for reform have arisen throughout the United States in the 

wake of these killings, bringing national and international attention to our country’s continuing issues 

with institutional and systemic racism; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Ferndale recognizes that racism doesn’t only stem from hateful individuals and 

groups, but that institutional and systemic racism and oppression, differences in levels of privilege, and 

inequalities and inequities do exist in our society; and 

WHEREAS, the legacy of systemic racism is far reaching and impacts all facets of public policy, including 

housing, transportation, law enforcement, and zoning; and 

WHEREAS, Ferndale does not exist in a vacuum, and we all have a responsibility to be informed and 

engaged on these issues, and to work actively to identify ways in which we can combat racism in our 

own communities; and 

WHEREAS, Ferndale is a diverse community that stands firmly for the equal treatment of all individuals 

under the law, and for the fair and equal enforcement of the law, regardless of any individuals race, 

color, ethnicity, ancestry, national origin, or other protected status; and 

WHEREAS, the Ferndale Police Department has and will stand with the community to provide equal 

protection under the law, hold itself accountable to the highest standards of the law, and support the 

public's right to peacefully and lawfully assemble.  

Now, therefore, the Council of the City of Ferndale, does hereby resolve as follows: 

The City of Ferndale condemns racism and racist acts, including structural and institutionalized white 

supremacy embedded in our systems and our society, in the strongest possible terms. We denounce 

unjust acts of brutality, which we’ve too often witness against Black, Indigenous, and People of Color. 

We acknowledge and hold space for the pain that communities of color, including members of our own 

community, are feeling in this moment, for the harms they have long experienced, and the trauma that 

they continue to endure.   

The City of Ferndale reaffirms its commitment to the fair and equal enforcement of its laws, including in 

the front line enforcement of its laws by its police officers, and condemns any conduct that might lead 

to a differentiation in the treatment or protection of its residents based on race, color, ethnicity, 

ancestry, national origin, or other protected status. The City of Ferndale reasserts its support of the 



public’s right to peacefully and lawfully assemble for the expression of political and social viewpoints, 

including on matters of paramount importance such as the personal safety of our diverse residents and 

their right to equal treatment under the law.  

The City of Ferndale hereby commits to an ongoing process of self-reflection and examination, active 

listening and engagement with the community, and continued education and learning. The City of 

Ferndale further pledges to review its policies and practices in order to eliminate any racism and 

discrimination based on race, color, ethnicity, ancestry, national origin, or other protected status, to 

hold the entire organization accountable to these standards, and to adopt reforms necessary to do so. 


